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In connection your forti.1coming message to the Congress on the subject 
of Ciinte, I would strongly recommend that you include a number of 
subjects which can contribut e to the reduction of crime in t'L.'Tie rica. 

First, it seems to me extremely important to emphasize the need to create 
additional Federal judgeships. The measure Hhich I cosponsored earlier 

r
this year to add G5 additional Federal District Court Judges is languishing 
in the House Judiciary Com."littee 't>lith no hearings scheduled. requests 
to the of the Judiciary Commlc tee urging hearings on this legislation have gone unheeded . 

nn !:lnM O"tTOrt OV"n-::tnc:!;n""' nF 
Act should be recommended as the principal means of encouraging and e:<panding 
control of criMe by local and state authorities. Any diminution of th:Ls 
principle would appear to be a retreat from the goal of more effective in­
vestigation and prosecution of criminals. 

Third, an affir.native response should he provided to the demand for improved gun control Lr,!s . Such laws can be dire cted Jfrimarily against the criminal · misuse of handguns imposing substantial inconveni.el"lce on law-a1Jiding 
citizens Hho purchase and posses s hand guns for purposes. In the 
ligltt o f tbe escalating rate of hand gun crime , the following 
and changes in current federal s eem essential: 

(a) The loopholes in the Gun Control Act of 1958 Hhich have per:nitted 
the increase in the irlicit interstate traffic a:1d criminal misuse of hand­
guns should closed. This would require in the first place the prohibition 
of the domestic manufacture of the cheap poorly constructed hanclgun knm-m 
as the "Saturday 11ight Special," currently account s for' approximately 
fifty percent of traceable ha!ldguns used in crime. These "Specials '' can 
not be imported into the United Sta t es , hut there is no prohibition of 
either tlte importation of their parts or their domestic manufacture. 
Clos ing the loopholes HOuld also require a reduction in the number of 
fe derally fireanns dealers to include only persons legi timat ely 

in the firearms business and a limitation on the <1bili ty of pa' . .m­
brokers to Jeal in Other gaps in · the 1068 Act should l>e 
closed such as the failure of 'that Act to re8'l;,ate firearr1s replicas uhi.ch 
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are increasingly heine used in violent crimes. 

(b) The funds a nd personnel of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms should b e incu.:;ase<.l above the. current l aH levels uhich 
are totall7 unacceptable in t he light of the responsibilities of that 
B~~cau in the r egulation of firearms, explosives, alcohol , tobacco, and 
wagering . Moreover, your administration sho uld move against the gun 
tra fficker:-, a nd crir::in3.ls c·lh o use fir ea:rms in violent crimes, much as 
the Federal gove·cnnent noved against organized crime in the early 1960's. 

(c) The recordkeeping requirements of current lm·7 should be improved 
to en ai:-Jle the federa l govern::1en t to tr ace f irear-ms to facilitate the 
investigation and apprei:1ension of persons who use firearms in the commission 
of criD;e. Current federal law constitutes sufficient authority to require 
firearms dealers to submit to the Treasury Department the records of sales 
of handguns; these records cbuld be retained on a confidential basis and 
us ed in the tracing process. Equally as important is the need for a re­
qui.rement that handgun m·mers reeord \·lith either the federal government · 
or the states their mmership of handguns, and any transfer, loss or theft 
of such handguns. Finally, a system of the identification of handgun 
own.ers should be created to ensure that only law abiding citizens can 
acquire and pass~ss hand guns. Such systems could be designed to be 
financially self-supporting . 

(d) Mandatory criminal penaltie3, especially mandatory prison sentences, 
should be imposed for all crimes of violence, but especially for crimes with 
f:t re;::-r:1s . 

I 
Fourth, I strongly urge that you omit any specific recon~endation to provide 
c.ompensation for victims of crime. Hhile such a measur,e has been passed 
by the Senate in previous Congr~s ses, Rnd several such bills aTe currently 
pendi::lg in bc;th the Senate and the House , I have ;ny dd:Jbts about the 
efficacy and ' ·7isdom of such a program. The potential expense to the U. S. 
Treasury of such a program could rival that o~ a National He~lth Program -­

. and \Wuld certainly involve Federal expenditures \·7hich might be estimated 
in terms of billions of dollars. Your assurance that no ne1·! spending programs 

\ 
uould be . approved by your Administration would seem to preclude a ne'.v massive. 
Feder.:1l program a imed at CO'll]Jensating all ,,.,ho are victims of crime. At the 
very least, I '.·mnld recommend deferrir.g sur:h a recommendation until an 
oppor tunity for nore thorough study of this subject has b~en undert;:-.ken. 

Fifth, the causes and cure of crime c3.nnot possibly be s2t forth in a single 
message to the Con gress, nor even in the delineation of anumlJer of r ecom­
mendations. Th e principal elements in relation to human behavior are the 
far:lily, the church, the ~;chool, the neighborhood -- and the essentially J.ocal 
environment. Stricter enforcement of the law, more responsible behavior on 
tl1e pnrt of the Judici3ry, and improvements in criminal rehabilitation are 
vital in~redieni.:s to a comprehensive s olution to the problem of crime in 
America . TrlCre is no r eason for a single individual to f?.el that he o ·r she 
is excused from ~aking a contribut!on to a law-abiding society . Public 
o:"ficials at all l evels a0.d r~presentatives of n;mage<~lent and labor should 
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